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In Touch from Gill
Gill Hey

Five years ago, Oxford Archaeology embarked 
on a strategy with a ‘2020 Vision’ to be ‘at the 
forefront of advancing knowledge about the 
past and working in partnership with others for 

develop a new strategy for OA, we have been 
considering how far we have met the key aims 
we set ourselves at the end of 2014 (

major discoveries and how they have advanced 

in the East of England, South Oxfordshire and 

evidence for the use of slaves in the late Roman 

in the early medieval period, and health, diet 

Following extensive trials of our new digital 
recording system, we are now launching the 

in advance of housing, infrastructure and urban 

Planning Policy Framework (2018) to deliver 
sustainability through economic, social and 

these results known widely – holding open days 
and giving talks to local groups and at regional 

However, a special thank you must go to our 

this year alone have published a stunning seven 

years and, having discussed the challenges we 
face with the Trustees and among our managers, 

a highly professional service, and that the highest 
archaeological, business, ethical, safety and 
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Early Prehistory – Later Prehistory – The Roman Period – 
The Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Periods – The Archaeology 
of the Cold War

A New Approach to Digital Recording

Duke Street, Norwich – Wharf Farm, Rugby – Worthy 
Down, Winchester – Harlow, Essex – Buckton Fields, 
Northampton – Wymondham, Norfolk – Old Place Yard, 
Bicester – Warth Park, Raunds, Northamptonshire – 
Buckden, Cambridgeshire – Innsworth, Gloucestershire

Oxford Paleolandscapes

Gasholders – Bembridge Fort, Isle of Wight - Norwich 
Cathedral School, Norwich

Gateway Peterborough

Aldates, Oxford

Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire

OA in Print
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O
Historic England’s commissions to produce updated 

to lead ‘The Lost Landscapes of Palaeolithic Britain’ 

old Mesolithic house is the earliest archaeological 

at Thame and Harlow and hengiform monuments at 

because of its sheer scale and amply illustrates the 

revealed an extensive landscape, containing over 200 

set of radiocarbon dates has enabled typological 

EARLY PREHISTORY
Fraser Brown

OUR VISION
OUR VISION IS TO BE AT THE FOREFRONT OF ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE ABOUT 
THE PAST AND WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHERS FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT.

O
U

R 
V

IS
IO

N

 Newark hengiform enclosure.  



assessment are astounding, and the project will 

A similar approach had previously been adopted 

excavated microlithic assemblage in northern 
Britain) associated with archaeological features 

has demonstrated that despite the site being 

remote sources, shows that Mesolithic 

databases, which will make them accessible for 

Research Council award to fund two doctorates 



O

in Cambridgeshire – are notable for their extensive 

for similar land divisions, Bell Farm and Melbourn 

Another site which stands out is Bridgwater Gateway 
in Somerset, where, along the brow of a small 
escarpment, there was a set of large Bronze Age 
enclosures associated with at least two structures 

enclosures were of unusual form for the period, being 

At a landscape level, a series of sites in south 
Oxfordshire, earmarked for housing, have revealed 

was found at Grove, while a middle Bronze Age 

LATER PREHISTORY
Tom Phillips 
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Oxfordshire sites have cast doubt on the absolute 

Several sites excavated in East Anglia – among 

– have advanced our understanding of Bronze Age 

of the Bronze Age – much longer than previously 

if only to highlight the diversity of discoveries 

Yorkshire, and from Harlow in Essex a large and 



n recent years, Oxford Archaeology has made 

Large infrastructure schemes have exposed a wealth 

bloomery site, where raw iron ore was processed 
and smelted into iron ready to be shaped into a 
huge variety of objects, was found along the Bexhill 

technology of the industry, and the people who 

improvements to the railway between Bicester 

included part of a priestly headdress, two pairs of 

Discoveries made ahead of housing or other 

in Hemel Hempstead was a lime kiln located at the 

to a height of over 2m and originally produced lime 

THE ROMAN PERIOD Edward Biddulph
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came when an image of the structure was 
chosen for the cover of a volume of Britannia, 

Few kilns were known in the region before the 

Some of our discoveries could not have been 
made without the involvement and support of 

fort at Maryport on the Cumbrian coast was 

volunteer metal detectorists retrieved some 

being at the forefront of advancing knowledge 
about the past and working in partnership with 
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Recent years have seen major advances in our 

century, while the 6th century is the subject of 

similar in its impact to that of the 'Black Death' of the 

at Hatherdene Close, Cherry Hinton, contained 

also in Cumbria,  was almost certainly the monastery 

Archaeology) as part of the A14 project revealed an 

the boundary between the Mercian and East Anglian 

agrarian estate centre is currently being excavated at 
Buckden in western Cambridgeshire, which is again 

origins and economies of various historic towns 

is amongst England’s oldest urban centres and 

MEDIEVAL PERIODS Liz Popescu

 



contributed to a highly popular display for the Tullie 

for the medieval use of Oxford’s river valleys (the 

of the late Saxon to medieval cemetery of St 

the medieval Jewry yielded evidence consistent with 
Jewish dietary law (the kashrut), both from the faunal 

Museum; the work is using geotechnical data to 

Castle, which combines historical, documentary and 

Plans for Stokesay Castle, Shropshire and Beeston 
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OA's Historic Buildings team has in recent years 
broken new ground in recording modern military 

developers and the public has underpinned our work 

lack the architectural allure of other periods, but their 

a pivotal point in our history when the policy of 

A project for Historic England on the Secret 

the prime minister and central government, for three 

a modern military complex, during which we worked 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF 
THE COLD WAR Jane PhimesterO
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understand the social impact of the site and the 

to the scheduling of areas and a programme of 
outreach, including oral history and an website 

similar, but smaller bunker, a regional seat of 
government to that at Corsham, which provides 

by the servicemen on the airbase and provided 

airbase, Alconbury, a large area of concrete with 
war art was removed and incorporated within a 

factor which inspires us, and has over the years 

readily to the archaeology, and provides links 
to those we may know who lived and worked 
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A NEW APPROACH TO DIGITAL 
RECORDING
Over the last few months, we have been trialling 

a new digital system for site recording and the 

extremely successful and we are now ready to 

recording, we have concentrated on developing 

but everyone knows that modern archaeologists 

with the best will in the world, it has not always 

Ken Welsh
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achievable on every site, whatever the pressures, so 

The system consists of three parts, designed to 

Survey
features are now captured using GPS rather than by 

planning, but the use of GPS allows the plan of 

Digital Recording App (OADRS) – used to capture 

tablet or even a phone, and is uploaded instantly to 

OA WebMap
together digital survey and context data with 

a wide range of external data, including modern and 
historic mapping, satellite imagery, LiDAR data and 

The advantages the system brings extend beyond 

the project team to engage with the developing 

access to our clients, their consultants and to 
the curatorial archaeologists involved in their 

allowing the wider public to gain an insight into the 

be done and further development of the system will 
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Late in 2018, a team from OA East carried 

diameter, while the smaller monument was 16m in 

have originated from a nearby pyre site, its presence 

supported by the discovery of a small group of eight 

thatch weights were recovered from pit deposits and 

importantly, perhaps, a fragment of what appears to 
be a ceramic mould was recovered from one of the 

also succeeded by Roman enclosures, 

During the summer, a team from OA South 

found within a silt deposit at the very base of the 

spread over the higher ground on the northern half 

The Roman period was well represented and 
included a group of Roman structures at the spring 

included prone and decapitated burials and are 

buildings were uncovered, mostly across the higher 

the buildings contained antler, some with saw and 

Steve Lawrence

Graeme Clarke

lsa
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P
watching brief by OA South at Old Place Yard in 

Two large cess pits associated with the minster 

here, although it was noted that the diversity of wild 

century AD onwards – the origins of the taboo that 

that the inhabitants were not too strict about their 

Another window into the Saxon site was opened 

birds represent no more than incidental killing of 

P
Roxhill Developments, has shed further light on this 

of York examined the arm and found that it had 

allowed the woodworker to make use of a natural 

arm clearly represents an incredibly rare artefact 

Louise Moan

Lee Broderick
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Through much of 2019, a large team from OA 

uncommon within the Thames Valley, but it is 
less typical in Gloucestershire and so our work 
represented an excellent opportunity to improve our 

The northern side of the site contained features 

archaeology was uncovered in the 

to later Roman date, accessed by 

large size, which contained preserved 

including personal items, such as brooches, and 

probable that these enclosures were associated 

of site, no trace of any building 
survives, perhaps because they were 
constructed from materials that leave 

Gerry Thacker
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Buckden is today a large village on the western 
edge of Cambridgeshire, located a short distance 

buildings (SFBs), including a very large one that may 

Finds include a large amount of animal bone, 
charred plant deposits, and combs, spindle whorls, 

The object is important as it represents a change 
in farming technology, allowing heavier land to be 

enclosure and trackway, which seem to have 

south ditch that curves in a way reminiscent of typical 

Aileen Connor
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During 2018, OA East carried out an 

development was redesigned to preserve some 

site, especially the iron foundry depicted on early 
Ordnance Survey mapping, and Barkers Yard within 

about the foundry, which manufactured ranges and 

from one of the buildings in Barkers 

research, census records and 
newspaper archives allowed discoveries 

fortunes of the Reeve family, former 
residents of Barkers Yard, who 

went on to build the adjacent foundry and become 

owner, Edward Galloway Reeve, later renovated the 
site to incorporate a showroom for his products and 

The most surprising discovery was an intact vaulted 

Access to this structure was limited as it lay beneath 
the scope of works and could only be observed 

inaccessibility, we were able to extract soil from the 

the western side and, possibly, an entrance on the 

enclosure, there were several storage pits, some 

BC date, as well as a few fragments from saddle 

The team also discovered several oven bases, one 
of which contained evidence for the use of bellows, 

large part to a layer of colluvium or hillwash that 

H
O

U
SIN

G
 A

N
D

 M
IXED

 D
EV

ELO
PM

EN
T

Andrew Greef

Adam Tinsley

rs 

veri

mer 

es 

19

IN TOUCH ISSUE 51



S
thousands of years later, would be developed 

celebrated or commemorated their gathering with 
a feast, the remains of which were thrown on a 

was deposited into a pit, possibly to formally mark 

was cooked or how the vessels were otherwise 

and showed that the vessels were used for cooking, 

been used for rendering lard, rather than cooking 

Tsuggested in 1819, following the discovery of 

villa, though trial trenching suggested that most 
of the structural remains had been removed by 

Developments ans Persimmon Homes were 
located south and west of the villa site, and so it 

that the area to the south formed agricultural 

Roman period, as it acted as a focus for two groups 
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Edward Biddulph

Robin Webb
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A  complete iron slave shackle, was found in a 

used to connect the shackle to a chain, was also 

and heavier than some examples, but its form is 

Joachim Henning, who has researched slave 

examples come from later Roman rural contexts 
and argues that this indicates that the use of servile 
labour was not limited to the earlier Roman Empire 
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The old medieval city of Oxford is located on 

Rivers Thames and Cherwell and is surrounded on 

network of meandering streams, canals and 

topography is muted beneath metres of urban 

a piece of the jigsaw that helps understand 

and cultural landscapes and how these changed   

Mapping deeply buried palaeochannels 

crossing points are some of the 
key aims of geoarchaeological 

carried out across the city and its 
hinterland in order to understand the 

our knowledge, through the drilling of boreholes, 
deposit modelling, geophysical survey, LiDAR and 

geoarchaeological work in and around Oxford is 
available to download from Oxford Archaeology’s 
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G
for either natural gas or town gas (generated by 

change at the end of the 20th century has meant, 

programme to dismantle the gasholders, other than 
those that are listed or must be retained for other 

Various archaeological companies have been 

the country, among them Morecambe, Scunthorpe, 

team also looked at a good chronological spread of 

phase of historical research and recording, followed 
by a second phase of recording, during dismantling, 

when the internal structure of the gasholder is 

OA South’s Historic Building team has, over the
years, developed a specialism in Palmerston

developed from the perceived threat of French 
invasion under Napoleon III, are some of the most 

recording one such fort, Bembridge Fort for the

the fort’s terraplein (the level area behind a rampart 

eastern Solent and the English Channel.
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Jon Gill

Jane Phimester
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PCathedral School gave a team 
from OA East an opportunity to 
combine building recording and 

in the grounds of the former 
Bishop’s Palace adjacent to the 

Building of the cathedral and 
the palace began in c 1100 

early 14th century, Bishop John 
Salmon extended the garden and 
commissioned a new precinct 

The archaeological work, 
commissioned by the school, 
revealed pits that produced late 

overlying them produced early 

likely to have been associated 

were probably used to form a 

the rubble was a small piece of 
architectural stone inscribed with 

wall was recorded using 
photogrammetry, although 
the internal face proved to be 
a challenge, as the wall was 
overgrown with ivy and sheds had 

had clearly been subject to many 

one being a blocked doorway, 

we solved the mystery of a large 
pit we had recorded in one of our 

photograph that showed a very 
large tree standing on the exact 

Pa late Roman cemetery recorded by OA South 
at Bingham, near the Roman town of Margidunum, 

Most of the burials were typical of the late Roman 

That we were dealing with something unusual was 

recovered from the samples taken from around the 

individual’s facial region was consistent with a case 

represents the earliest case of leprosy so far been 

case that once infected, the individual was feared 

in the form of a complete Saxon pot, appears to 

James Fairbairn
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and Lauren McIntyre
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Over a period of six months, a team from all 

sites along the 10km route of the Caernarfon 

At Caerlan Tibot, adjacent to a tributary of 
the River Cadnant, the team excavated a 

mound survived to a height of 1m and had been 
constructed over three troughs to mark the end 

The larger pit contained a large oak bough that 
seems to have been hollowed out to form a 

enclosed by two arcs of ditch, the opposing 

A suspected henge monument lay several 

no roadside ditches, but the abundant locally 

gathered up to form a kerbed agger, topped with 

At the southern end of the route, at Morogoro, 

did indeed detect several kilns and spreads 

was probably a smithing site and when the 
surrounding road footprint was stripped, the 
watching brief detected a small enclosed 
site nearby, which may be a contemporary 

with a short length of wall and various drainage 

Fraser Brown
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revealed numerous discrete features, which 

largely aceramic, to the extent that a single large 

Most of our major sites included burnt mounds 

unusual, including a complex of three mounds 
sealing earlier clearance cairns, at a site north 

Associated with this were several large burnt 

causeway or bridge forded the river, and this 
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EGateway Peterborough development site, on the 
outskirts of Peterborough, for Roxhill Developments 

situated either side of a trackway, each enclosure 

to have been reorganised on several occasions, with 

The trackway running between the enclosures 

precursor to Roman Ermine Street, which lies directly 

will examine the evidence closely to see how the 

an opportunity to determine whether we have any 

n 2018, a team from OA East undertook the 

feature was associated with the remnants of a burnt 
mound to the north, truncated by Roman ditches 

roundhouses, an enclosure and possible trackway, 

enclosures may have surrounded structures and 
were located in the same areas as the 1st century 

centuries a new set of boundary ditches were 

probably form part of a wider system of ditched 
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Andy Greef
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O
the building prior to its proposed conversion by the 

The building faces onto the River Thames and the 

through the network, which became known as the 

The building was extended on its north side in 
1904, using the same brick detailing as the original 

electricity in 1968 but the building was reused by 

long ago but various cranes or hoists survived as well 

Though the building is unlisted, the proposed 
conversion works will retain the most prominent 

E Among the earliest evidence was a group of wooden 
stakes recovered from a thick layer of peat that 

surface, which overlay an earlier cobbled surface, 

Remains of the 18th and 19th century Swan Brewery 

were important industries in Oxford before their 
decline in the 20th century, with this area being home 

located along Paradise Street, while the Lion Brewery 

horses and carts around the building to pick up beer 

Jon Gill
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Through the hot summer, a team from OA East 

metalled surface, roundhouses and ditches forming 
large stock enclosures, as well as pits and 

burial was found interred in the top of a 

with the possibility of a later Roman core to 

recovered by a team of volunteer 

forming the handle of a tool, possibly 

believed to represent the Gaulish deity 

with two tours of the site per day and a hugely 

played host to over 60 volunteers throughout the 

Paddy Lambert

U
RBA

N
 REG

EN
ERATIO

N
CO

M
M

U
N

ITY

s and

of

c

y 

it

f a

core to

ty 

Edward Biddulph

E

Jewish inhabitants – just one of several remarkable 

From historical evidence, we knew that the site 

have been in Jewish ownership in the 11th and 

had received household waste presumably from 

was recovered from the feature, and what was 

but no eel, and of the 89 fragments of marine shell 

stands in sharp contrast to those of the preceding or 

The results appeared to accord with Jewish dietary 

and dairy products also seem to have been kept 
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This year, a combined team from the Lancaster, 

one of Cheshire’s more imposing landmarks, for 

Beeston Castle was built in the 1220s by Ranulph, 

is formed of an imposing gatehouse and three towers, 

the outer ward curtain wall sits on the ramparts of 

the archaeological, historical and architectural 

Last year, OA’s Heritage Management Services 

commissioned by Historic England, for the town 

to increase understanding of the town’s early 
development and help preserve 

rapidly following the coming of 

architecture of the town dates 

however, was known about the 
development of the town in the 

This area was considered to 

key factors in the development 

and the area of the medieval town, which we 
established through analysis of the historic town 

remains and as a result have 
been proposed for inclusion 
as new archaeological priority 

presented at a public event held 

online as part of the Historic 
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Helen Evans
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Tpapers at many conferences or spoken to a wide 

Current Archaeology Live event, OA South’s Ben 

Archaeology Manager contributed a paper about 

A series of lectures was organised as part of the 

jointly by Oxford Archaeology and Cotswold 

Martyn Allen, Senior Project Manager at OAS, spoke 
at the CBA South Midlands conference in October at 

opened the conference with a paper that put villas in 

Archaeology Field Group are just some of the many 

Throughout the year, Oxford Archaeology’s work 

Park in Raunds featured within the pages of the 

Peterborough Today, The Times, Cambridgeshire Live, 
Current Archaeology and even ‘The MiceTimes of 

The discovery that made the biggest splash was 

story also appeared in the February issue of Current 

Manager, Stephen Macaulay, spoke to BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire and BBC Look East evening news 
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Clemency Cooper

n what has been an uncertain year in the wider 
world, one reassuring constant has been the 

what happened hundreds and thousands of years 

contemporary issues, such as climate change, 

at Cotswold Archaeology in Bristol for an open day 

in partnership with the Lithics Studies Society 
for members of the public who had a chance to 

Buckden and Sawtry in Cambridgeshire and 

and muddy for an open day, we hosted an indoor 

Ramsey (Cambridgeshire) and to Rougham, Great 

review guidance resources available to volunteers 
and community groups undertaking their own 

start of 2019 and there are ongoing discussions 
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partnership with Cambourne Village College, OA 

to share archaeological discoveries, collated from 

Defence Archaeology Group, who took part in the 

the pipeline aimed at serving military personnel with 

Volunteers in Lancaster and Cambridge have made 

photographic slides to upload to OA's digital library 
(

warm welcome to thousands of people in muddy 

ways in which our work not only informs the wider 
public about the lives of people in the past but also 

their consultants to reach out and ensure that our 
discoveries remain relevant, relatable and inspiring 



t’s been a bumper year at Oxford Archaeology for 

series were published in rapid succession in the 
summer, two – on the Roman levels in the north-
east of Carlisle city centre and the early medieval 
cemetery at St Michael’s Church, Workington – 

the third, on the 
Project, being launched at the Fourteenth Hadrian’s 

Preston

 is the latest volume 

book presents and discusses the results of the 

analyses, and was launched to coincide with 
Oxford's annual Heritage Open Doors event

Torre 
Abbey

for Torbay Council by the Exeter Museums 

A new monograph in the Thameslink series, 
produced by the joint venture of Oxford 

industrial evidence on Roman Southwark’s north 

Edward Biddulph and Rachel Newman
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The Thames through Time series
account of how the environment of the Thames 
Valley has shaped human history in this region and 

late prehistory, and the early historical period, have 

a free online resource (

Greater Manchester’s 
Past Revealed series

Bridging Time's Deep River, describes work on the 
Carlisle Northern Development Route, with its 

High Life in the 
Uplands
in the Duddon Valley

in Chichester appeared in Sussex Archaeological 

Derbyshire Archaeological Journal, and a report 

medieval Archaeology and Archaeologia Aeliana on 

before the end of the year in the Journal of the 

are with other journals so should be out during 
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