Woodford Aerodrome’s history is closely
associated with the iconic Lancaster and
Vulcan bombers, and the various other aircraft
assembled and tested at this important site.
The purpose of this booklet is to tell the story
of the landscape and buildings that evolved
before and during the establishment of the
aerodrome.
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The opportunity to do this was presented by the
closure of the aerodrome and its redevelopment
for housing. Planning obligations required the
developer to fund archaeologists to carry out
a programme of investigations prior to the
development to provide an archive record
of this significant site for posterity. The results off this
h work
k are presented
d in this
h booklet
b kl
which, in keeping with others in the Greater Manchester's Past Revealed series, provides a
well-illustrated and readable account in a ‘popular format’. Oxford Archaeology North and
CgMs are to be congratulated on providing a lucid and fascinating account of a complex and
changing landscape, from prehistory to the development of the aerodrome from the 1920s.

Whilst the aerodrome site has been transformed by new development, physical references
have been retained in the landscaping scheme and, most importantly, the history and spirit of
the aerodrome is preserved in the new heritage centre. It is hoped that this booklet provides
a useful addition to the corpus of published material on Woodford Aerodrome.

The site of Woodford Aerodrome covers some 210ha (hectares) and encompasses an
area that, historically, lay in the parish of Prestbury, Cheshire. Today, the former
aerodrome straddles the borders of Greater Manchester and Cheshire East, with its
western part lying within the Metropolitan Borough of Stockport. The aerodrome
is immediately south of the village of Woodford, whilst further to the north and
north-east are Bramhall, in Stockport, and Poynton, in Cheshire East. The village of
Adlington, also in Cheshire East, is to the south-east.
Although this landscape, and its immediate environs, had connections with the early
history of the wider region, the site is best known for its association with the aircraft
industry, specifically the Manchester aircraft manufacturer, Avro. The Avro company
established the aerodrome in 1924, across an area of low-lying landscape to the north
of the River Dean and it tributary, the Red Brook. This resulted in the construction of
airstrips and a range of assembly facilities and hangars.
After 87 years of operation, Woodford Aerodrome finally closed in 2011. Following
this, the site has been transformed and now forms the Woodford Garden Village,
a development that comprises new-build houses interspersed with large areas of
open space.
Given the historical importance of the site, an extensive archaeological study of the
area covered by the former aerodrome was undertaken as a prelude to this new
development. This was initially designed as a means of identifying any significant
archaeological sites that might lie within the site. Importantly, it also aimed to
record any archaeological sites that might be affected by the construction of the
new development, as well as the historic structures of the aerodrome. This booklet
presents the results of this work, detailing the wider archaeological and historical
setting of Woodford, and paying particular attention to the sites identified and
recorded by the archaeological investigation, both within and immediately adjacent
to the former aerodrome.

Woodford Aerodrome from the air, looking south

Archaeology is the study of past human activity through the recovery, recording, and
analysis of material remains, including buried archaeological sites, and upstanding
earthworks and buildings. At Woodford Aerodrome, the archaeological work consisted of
several separate stages of investigation, designed to identify and record both upstanding
buildings, forming part of the Avro works, and any below-ground archaeological remains
that may have existed below the site. All of this work was formulated in conjunction
with the archaeological advisors for Greater Manchester and Cheshire, who provided
guidance to the respective Local Planning Authorities.
Initially, the investigation consisted of a ‘desk-based assessment’, which considered
both the site and a wider study area, extending 2km beyond the boundaries of the
aerodrome. This study examined historical documents and pictures, maps, and aerial
photographs. It also collated the information held in two separate databases, termed
‘Historic Environment Records’ (HERs), which are maintained by the local authorities of
Greater Manchester, and Cheshire West and Chester Council, on behalf of Chester East
Council. As part of the desk-based assessment, a walkover survey was also completed,
which noted the presence of any visible archaeological features and historic buildings
that were within, and immediately adjacent to, the former aerodrome.
These combined studies identified 27 sites of historical significance within the former
aerodrome. The majority of these sites were upstanding buildings associated with the
Avro aircraft works, though several
earlier sites were also recognised
Speed’s map of 1610, showing the Woodford area
and described. These included a
Roman road that potentially crossed
the aerodrome, two historic farms,
and a farm building that pre-dated
the establishment of the aerodrome.
It was also noted, however, that the
site had the potential to contain
buried archaeological remains that
might relate to much earlier phases
of occupation.

Following the desk-based assessment, the plans for the redevelopment of the site were
considered, and how these might affect the upstanding historic buildings and potential
archaeological sites at the aerodrome. From this, it was evident that many of the
upstanding buildings, which formed elements of the Avro works, would be demolished
as part of the redevelopment. These included aircraft-assembly sheds, hangars, and other
ancillary buildings. Therefore, prior to their demolition, these buildings were surveyed,
to produce a permanent record of them. During these surveys, both the exteriors and
interiors were photographed, written architectural records were made, and measured
plans of some of the buildings were also produced.
So that the potential of buried archaeological remains could be assessed in more detail,
a geophysical survey was also completed, across that part of the former aerodrome that
lay in Greater Manchester. This comprised a magnetic survey, utilising a gradiometer,
which can detect buried features, particularly walls, floors, pits, and ditches, as these
often have different magnetic properties from the natural geology. A survey grid was
established across the former aerodrome and then gradiometer readings were taken at
0.25m intervals, along traverses spaced 1m apart.
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The interpretation of the geophysical
survey of the aerodrome
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Following the completion of this survey, the collected magnetic data were downloaded
into a computer package. This processed the data and produced an image, which
allowed the form and positions of any magnetic anomalies to be determined. Although
the survey detected a range of anomalies, emanating from sub-surface features, it was
evident that most of these were modern, and related to the former aerodrome. It was
also evident that much of the survey area contained magnetic debris, deriving from
activities at the aerodrome, which would mask any weaker anomalies produced by
archaeological remains. This meant that the presence or absence of archaeological
remains in many parts of the site could not be determined.
After the completion of this survey, and also
following the recording of the threatened standing
buildings, two schemes of archaeological trial
trenching were undertaken. These were designed
to locate any significant archaeological remains
that might be present on the aerodrome, and
determine their character, condition and date.
One of these schemes covered that part of the
aerodrome in Greater Manchester, where 59 trial
trenches were excavated. Nine of these were
found to contain archaeological remains, largely
in the form of ditches, which defined former
field boundaries. However, it was apparent from
this investigation that the area had been levelled
during the construction of the aerodrome and, as
a consequence, much of the archaeology that was
presumably originally present had been destroyed
or severely damaged. Following the recording of
these remains, it was therefore decided that no
further fieldwork would be required.

Trial trenching at Woodford Aerodrome

The second scheme of trial trenching was undertaken
in the Cheshire East section of the former aerodrome.
This entailed the excavation of three trenches that
were positioned across the suspected line of a
Roman road, although no trace of it was found.

Further archaeological fieldwork was undertaken in the Cheshire East section of the
aerodrome, comprising a ‘strip-and-record’ investigation of the site of an early farm.
This was depicted on nineteenth-century maps, and had been demolished prior to the
establishment of the aerodrome. The investigation entailed the stripping of topsoil and
subsoil across this site, revealing buried remains relating to this farm. Once uncovered,
the remains were partially excavated and recorded.
As well as the investigation of the farm site, an archaeological ‘watching brief’ was
completed during the naturalisation of a canalised watercourse that crossed part of
the site. The aim of this was to locate any organic deposits, such as peat. Such deposits
normally contain ancient plant remains, which can provide information on the former
climate and vegetation of an area, but in this case, no such deposits were present.
Following the conclusion of the archaeological investigation, the results from all phases
of the work were detailed in a series of illustrated reports. A final stage has involved
creating an integrated project archive, ready for deposition in the relevant local museums.
This archive contains all of the primary site records, photographs, and finds, and can be
consulted by future researchers.
Area of watching brief
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Prehistoric landscapes
The period prior to written records is called prehistory, and is subdivided
into the Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age. The Stone Age is further
subdivided into the Old Stone Age (Palaeolithic) and Middle Stone Age
(Mesolithic), when a hunting-and-gathering lifestyle predominated,
and the New Stone Age (Neolithic), which witnessed the introduction
of farming. The majority of prehistoric archaeological sites in the North
West date from the Mesolithic period onwards, from c 8000 cal BC until
the mid-first century AD, as, before that, the region was covered in ice
during the last Ice Age. Much of the evidence comprises isolated, or
small groups of, prehistoric artefacts, normally found by chance, which
allow areas of early activity to be discerned. However, there are also a
few prehistoric sites from Stockport and north-east Cheshire that have
been subjected to archaeological excavation.
Mesolithic remains (c 8000-4000 cal BC), relating to highly mobile
hunter-gatherer communities, are absent from the Woodford area,
and also from much of the Borough of Stockport. However, it is likely
that the Mersey Valley was important, and was exploited by such
communities, since it allowed access through areas of dense woodland
to the Pennine uplands, where numerous Mesolithic sites have been
identified. The archaeological remains associated with these peoples
normally include small stone tools (microliths), that were perhaps
dropped during hunting/gathering expeditions, sometimes found as
denser concentrations at sites that acted as temporary/seasonal camps.
When these latter sites have been excavated, they tend to be associated
with light timber structures, functioning as bivouacs, where there are
often hearths and charred hazelnuts, and also other wild-plant remains
are frequently found. Within the Borough of Stockport, one isolated
microlith is known from Cheadle Hulme, whilst there may have been a
Mesolithic camp at Mellor, some 10km to the north-east of Woodford,
where several hundred flint scrapers, flakes and cores have been
discovered during excavation at the Old Vicarage.
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A selection of important prehistoric sites in Stockport
Borough and north-east Cheshire

Other Mesolithic sites are known in northern Cheshire. These include a small collection of
worked stone tools from Alderley Edge, approximately 5km to the south-west of Woodford.
Some of these tools date to around 8000 cal BC, whilst others date to after 7000 cal BC,
indicating that the Edge was repeatedly visited throughout the Mesolithic period, and may
have been used as a seasonal, or perhaps even a more permanent, encampment. Another
important Mesolithic site in northern Cheshire has been discovered at Tatton Mere, 15km
to the west of Woodford. At this site, a large collection of microliths was discovered, which
dates to the sixth millennium cal BC. They appear to relate to a semi-permanent camp that
had been established on the banks of a marshy stream.

Mesolithic
microliths

OO

0


Neolithic polished-stone axe

Farming necessitated a more
settled way of life, which
involved the creation of
permanent settlements, and the
remains of one such settlement
have been found at Manchester
Airport, some 8km to the
west of Woodford. This was
discovered by an archaeological
excavation at Oversley Farm,
Styal, immediately prior to the
construction of the airport’s
second runway. The settlement
contained a small rectangular
timber house dating to 40003600 cal BC, which contained
two hearths, pottery, and waste
material deriving from cooking
and tool manufacture. A scatter
of flints immediately outside
the house also marked an area
where stone tools were made.
Following the abandonment

Similarly, evidence relating to Neolithic activity
(c 4000-2500 cal BC) is absent from the Woodford
area, and is also rare in the Borough of Stockport
and north-eastern Cheshire. It is clear, however,
that these first farmers began to clear the forest
to create land fit for agriculture. Neolithic people
also adopted pottery, and new types of flint and
polished-stone axes, one of which is known from
Cheadle. They were also responsible for the
construction of the first permanent ceremonial
and funerary monuments, many of which are
known across the North West.
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Neolithic arrowheads

Excavation at Oversley Farm in 2002 (GMAAS Archive)

of this building, a second Neolithic house
was established at the site, which was also
associated with two hearths. This house has
been radiocarbon dated to c 3000-2500 cal BC
and was built over the site of the earlier
structure.

Shaw Cairn (courtesy of
Mellor Archaeological Trust)

The Bronze Age followed the Neolithic
period, and is associated with more
permanent settlements, the adoption of
copper and bronze for tools and weapons,
distinctive types of stone tools and pottery,
and the appearance of circular burial
mounds, or barrows. A comparatively large
number of these latter sites are known from northern Cheshire and Stockport, with a
particular concentration in the area between Macclesfield and Alderley Edge. One fine
example has also been excavated at Shaw Cairn in Stockport, some 9km to the northeast of Woodford. This comprised a stone cairn, with a kerb, which contained several
Early Bronze Age cremation burials. Significantly, the burials were associated with a
very important collection of pottery, and the central burial cist contained an impressive
amber necklace. Closer by, three Bronze Age cremations were discovered in ceramic
urns in Cheadle in the late nineteenth century.
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Bronze Age copper-alloy object from Woodford
(Courtesy of the Portable Antiquities Scheme:
Unique ID: LVPL-8A6476)

Similarly, numerous isolated Bronze Age
finds are known from the area, one of which
came from Woodford Village. This comprises
a fragment from a copper-alloy axe head,
discovered by a metal detectorist in 2007, northwest of the former aerodrome. It has been dated
to the Early-Middle Bronze Age (c 2150-1200 BC)
and suggests that a settlement was somewhere
in the vicinity of Woodford at that date. Such
settlements are notoriously difficult to locate,
but, based on the distribution of Bronze Age
finds within Cheshire and Greater Manchester, it
appears that many lay close to rivers, such as

the Dean, that flows immediately south
of the former aerodrome. Rivers were
especially important, as they provided
communities with access to a network
of routes, along which goods and ideas
could be exchanged. Excavation at
Oversley Farm, at Manchester Airport,
also produced evidence for one such
Bronze Age settlement, again close to a
river. The settlement was radiocarbon
dated to 2500-1500 cal BC and was
focused on a linear hollow, which may
have formed a track. The remains of A reconstruction by Graham Sumner of the Bronze Age
settlement at Oversley Farm, which was discovered in
several roundhouses were discovered,
2002 (reproduced courtesy of Ramboll)
along with rectangular structures that
may have functioned as raised granaries. A large collection of pottery and stone tools was
also associated.
It is possible that the copper used to make the Bronze Age axe head from Woodford was
obtained from Alderley Edge. The Edge was a major source for green malachite and blue
azurite copper ores, which could be transformed into copper and, when combined with tin,
bronze. These ores appear to have first been extracted at the Edge during the Early Bronze Age
(c 2150-1500 cal BC), as several mines and prospection pits have been identified which date
to the earlier part of the second millennium BC, alongside hearths, stone hammers and also
a wooden shovel. These Bronze
Age workings are scattered
right across the Edge, with the
principal workings being found
at Engine Vein, Stormy Point,
Brynlow, and Windmill Wood.
Together, these mines attest to
the importance and significance
of Alderley Edge during the
Bronze Age.
Devil's Grave, Stormy Point, Alderley Edge,
where Bronze Age mining has been identified

The period between c 1200 cal BC and AD 70 covered what are now known as the
Late Bronze Age and Iron Age, equating to a period when enclosed settlements and
hillforts emerged. There was probably a scattering of such sites across northern Cheshire
and Greater Manchester. Known examples include several large hillforts on the MidCheshire Ridge, such as those at Kelsborrow, Eddisbury and Beeston, and a scattering of
smaller defended settlements, such as that at Great Woolden Hall, on a promontory on
the modern border between Cheshire and Salford.
Excavations at Mellor revealed dark curving lines representing
drainage gullies for buildings, with a two-thirds size
reconstructed roundhouse in the background (GMAAS Archive)

One fantastic example of a later prehistoric settlement has been excavated in Stockport,
at the Old Vicarage, Mellor, to the north-east of Woodford. This site appears to have
been a large defended settlement, perhaps originating in the Late Bronze Age (c 1200-700
cal BC), with occupation extending across the Iron Age. It is evident that the settlement
comprised an inner enclosure, defined by a rock-cut ditch, enclosing 0.7ha, set within
a larger outer enclosure, potentially enclosing a 20ha area. During the excavations, the
remains of several roundhouses were discovered within the inner enclosure, and also
immediately to its north.

Roman Roads
In the AD 70s, the region was incorporated into the Roman Empire, the Roman Army
establishing forts throughout the North West. Rural settlement and life, however, appear
to have been little altered throughout the Roman period (up until the mid-fifth century
AD). In fact, although local people might have started to use Roman pottery and other
Roman-style objects, they appear to have continued to occupy the same types of rural
settlements and lead a life that was comparable to that which existed in the Iron Age.
Possible Roman roads in the
Woodford area
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The Roman forts in Greater Manchester and Cheshire were linked by an extensive
network of roads, and it seems likely that two major roads existed to the north and east
of Woodford. The road to the east linked the Roman fort at Manchester (Mamucium) with
the settlement at Buxton (Aquae Arnemetiae), running north-west/south-east through the
centre of Stockport. The road to the north of Woodford went through Cheadle and ran
eastwards to the Roman fort of Melandra (possibly Ardotalia), close to Glossop, whilst its

westward stretch probably joined with the main Roman road between Manchester and
the legionary fortress at Chester (Deva).
However, it has long been suspected that there was another Roman road that extended
in a south-easterly direction from Cheadle to Buxton, directly crossing the area covered
by the former Woodford Aerodrome. To the north, the evidence for this road is derived
from Street Lane, the former name of Cheadle Road, as, historically, the name ‘Street’
was often applied to Roman roads. South-east of Cheadle Road, a coin of the Emperor
Postumus (dating to AD 260-9) was found in the 1880s on Station Road, Cheadle, whilst
the possible remains of the road were discovered during work on Ack Lane East, in
Bramhall. These comprised a compacted gravel surface with a kerb of boulders. The
road has also been found during excavation at Walnut Tree Farm, immediately north of
the former aerodrome. Again, a gravel surface was found, 7.5m wide, with a cambered
surface; this road could be the alta strata (High Street) recorded in the thirteenth century.
In the late nineteenth century, this section was also known as Lumb Lane, which linked
Bramhall with the Chester Road, and it is marked as a Roman road on the Ordnance
Survey (OS) map dating to this period. Similarly, portions of the Cheadle to Buxton
Roman road, which survive as isolated earthworks, have been examined to the south-east
of the aerodrome, in the uplands near Pott Shrigley. Excavation in this area indicated that the
road was again 7.5m wide.
When the evidence is combined, the line of the Roman road can be projected through
the area covered by the former aerodrome. This line is in Cheshire East, and would
have extended from the area of Lostock Hall Farm in a south-easterly direction.
Three archaeological trial trenches were excavated along this alignment, to ascertain
its presence or absence. Although archaeological remains were present in two of
these trenches, these were ditches
Excavating the Roman road near Walnut Tree
that related to old field boundaries.
Farm (GMAAS Archive)
Therefore, as there was no surviving
physical evidence of the Roman road,
it is suspected that, if ever present, its
remains were probably completely
obliterated during the construction
of the aerodrome in the early 1920s,
which would have entailed the
levelling of this portion of the site.

Mosslands and the ancient environment
Throughout prehistory, and also much of the historic period, the lowland landscape
surrounding Woodford Aerodrome would have been very wet, containing mosslands,
or peat bogs, which began to form from the Mesolithic period onwards, following the
last Ice Age. During the prehistoric period, in particular, such wetlands would have
provided environments suitable for hunting, fishing and fowling. In later prehistory,
mosslands also formed areas where certain rituals were acted out. These appear to
have involved placing metalwork into wet environments, and also, at certain times,
people seem to have been sacrificed and then thrown into the wetlands, as was the case
at Lindow Moss, some 6.5km to the west of Woodford.
The majority of these mosslands have now been drained, though their locations are
preserved in local place-names, and are also known from historical documents. Based
on this evidence, it is clear that several such mosslands fringed the former aerodrome.
Three lay to the north and are depicted on a map of Cheshire dating to 1777. They
include Kits Moss, in Bramhall, and Woodford Moss and Hall Moss, immediately to the
north of Woodford village. To the south-east of the former aerodrome was Sandholes
Moss, the position of which is shown on nineteenth-century maps.
Apart from their historic use, these wetland areas are also important for
understanding the character of the ancient environment. Peat accumulates over
time and this means that the material near the surface is more recent than that at a
greater depth. Significantly, pollen and larger remains from
Peat coring
plants growing close to the peat basin, and also pollen from
plants in the wider landscape, become incorporated and are
preserved by the prevailing waterlogged conditions, the lack
of oxygen meaning that they do not decay. By taking a core
from the peat it is therefore possible to record and count the
different species of plants at different points in time, and
these changes can be depicted on a pollen diagram. This
information can then be used to determine the vegetation
cover that surrounded the peat basin, and the wider area,
at different times since the peat began to form. Fixed-depth
samples are also often taken from the core and radiocarbon
dated, which allows the observed vegetation patterns to be
tied into a calendrical timescale.

Fortunately, several of the former mosslands to the south-west of Woodford have been
subject to fieldwork, and the cores recovered from them provide details on the ancient
environment that would have existed in the area occupied by the former aerodrome. The
cores have been taken from small peat bogs at Chonar Farm and Adders Moss, close to
Alderley Edge, and also from Lindow Moss, on the western edge of Wilmslow.
The types of pollen and plant remains recorded suggest that the landscape was open during
the early Mesolithic period, but was soon covered by a mixed woodland, comprising pine
and birch, with significant hazel, and some oak, elm and willow trees. It appears, however,
that from the Neolithic period onwards, with the onset of farming, human activity had a
major impact on the landscape, which led to the clearance of some woodland areas. By the
Early Bronze Age (c 2000 cal BC), the landscape consisted of stands of mixed woodland,
areas of waterlogged alder woodland (alder carr), and woodland clearances that were used
for agriculture. Cereal pollen has also been recorded from this period, along with plants that
are associated with livestock farming. These signatures indicate that low-intensity pastoral
and arable farming was practised, which may have entailed the periodic shifting of farming
communities around the landscape, once agricultural plots had become unproductive. In
addition, Adders Moss, adjacent to Alderley Edge, also contained evidence for copper
contamination, indicating that Bronze Age copper mining was having some impact on the
local landscape.
Peat sites examined close to Woodford
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Throughout the Middle and Late Bronze
Age (c 1200-700 cal BC), the landscape
and farming regimes were essentially
similar to that existing in the Early
Bronze Age. However, during the Iron
Age and into the Roman period, there
was an increase in woodland clearance
associated with both arable and pastoral
farming, with clearance being particularly
pronounced between cal AD 130 and cal
AD 410. Interestingly, increased copper
contamination, dating to c 200-100 cal
BC, has been noted at Adders Moss,
suggesting that copper continued to be
mined at Alderley Edge in the Iron Age.
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The medieval era covers approximately 1000 years, beginning with the
end of Roman rule in Britain in the mid-fifth century AD, and continuing
up until the 1540s. It tends to be divided into two separate periods,
with the Norman Conquest of 1066 forming a watershed. The early
medieval period, or the Dark Ages, initially witnessed the formation
of small British kingdoms, but from the mid-seventh century onwards
it was dominated by Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, with Woodford being
close to the border between the kingdoms of Mercia in the Midlands,
and Northumbria. The ninth and tenth centuries were a time when the
country was invaded by Viking armies, people from these effectively
integrating into the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, which began to coalesce, in
the tenth century, to form England.
The later medieval period is initially defined by the imposition of Norman
rule across the country. It covers some 500 years and up until the end of
the thirteenth century it saw a fair degree of prosperity, leading to a surge
in population. However, this changed in the fourteenth century, which is
characterised by war, famine, and plague, and the country was only just
recovering from this, and the civil wars of the fifteenth century (known
today as the Wars of the Roses), by the end of the reign of Henry VIII.
Anglo-Saxon Woodford
Relatively little is known about Woodford and the surrounding area
during the early medieval period. There is, for example, no evidence of
any early British settlement, or later evidence for Viking incursions. In
fact, the little evidence that is available relates to the period when the area
was under the control of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia, its northern
boundary being the River Mersey and its tributary, the River Tame.
The place-name Woodford is Old English in origin, and would have been coined
during the Anglo-Saxon rule, at some stage in, or after, the seventh century. It
means ‘ford at the wood’ and is probably a reference to a fording point across
the River Dean at Deanswater, 1.4km east of the former aerodrome.

#&
.CVG/GFKGXCN
RGTKQF

#&

#&
*KIJ/GFKGXCN
RGTKQF

#&
0QTOCP%QPSWGUV
S

#&

#&
RGTKQF

#&

#&

#&
5WDÄ4QOCP
RGTKQF

#&

It was also seemingly during Anglo-Saxon rule that the area was divided into a series of
small administrative units known as townships, which may have contained one or more
settlements. The townships formed part of larger manors, which themselves were situated
within a larger administrative block known as a hundred. The area covered by the former
aerodrome fell within the Hamestan hundred and it encompassed three separate townships,
which all probably formed elements of the manor of Adlington. In 1066, this manor had been
held by the Anglo-Saxon earl Edwin of Mercia, and it then contained a 16-mile-long wood,
four breeding places for hawks, and seven hedged enclosures into which deer could be
driven. The westernmost of these townships was named Woodford, after the Anglo-Saxon
fording point, though it is unclear whether this contained a settlement, as it is not explicitly
mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086. To the north-east of the Woodford township
was Poynton. As with Woodford, Poynton is not explicitly mentioned in the Domesday
Survey, though it may well have contained an Anglo-Saxon settlement, as the tun element in
its name refers to a farm that, in this instance, belonged to an individual named ‘Porfa’. The
third township was Adlington, which lay to the east of Woodford and south of Poynton, the
Old English place-name referring to ‘Eadwulf’s farm’.
0
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Townships of Woodford, Poynton,
and Adlington
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Prestbury Church

These townships were within a parish, served by a
church, within the medieval bishopric of Lichfield.
The townships of Woodford, Poynton, and Adlington
were in Prestbury, but it is not clear from Domesday
Book whether the church yet existed, as the survey does
not mention any churches, or priests, in the Hamestan
hundred. The place-name Prestbury is, however, Old
English, referring to ‘the priest’s enclosure’, which
suggests that an early church existed there. This
church was probably on the site of the present-day
church, particularly as fragments from a cross shaft
were discovered there during nineteenth-century
restoration works. These date from the tenth or early
eleventh century.
Anglo-Saxon cross shaft in Prestbury
church (Peter Ward, CC BY-SA 2.0)

Late medieval Woodford
The later medieval period in Cheshire and Lancashire really starts in 1069-70, when
William the Conqueror led an army to the north of England and laid it waste, particularly
Yorkshire, as a punishment for rebellion. Following this devastation, a new political
regime was imposed on the area, which led to a reorganisation of the earlier landholdings.
The Norman overlord for the Woodford area was the Earl of Chester, who granted the
former Anglo-Saxon estates of Cheshire to his own men. The townships of Woodford,
Adlington, and Poynton, which included that area covered by Woodford Aerodrome,
therefore passed into Norman hands.
By the late twelfth century, the townships of Woodford and Poynton formed part of the
Barony of Stockport. This consisted of a sizable group of manors controlled by a lord,
who had a castle, at Castle Hill in Stockport town centre, which was perhaps built in the
1140s/50s. This barony, and hence Woodford and Poynton, was initially under the control
of Geoffrey de Constantin. However, following his part in a rebellion against Henry II in
1173, he was seemingly stripped of his lands, which then passed to succeeding members
of the de Stokeport family. In the late fourteenth century, the barony was inherited by the
Warrens, who held the lands until 1801. However, by the late fourteenth century, several
of the manors of the barony had been granted to other men. Although the township

of Poynton remained part of
the Barony of Stockport, and
hence remained in the hands
of the Warren family, in 1355
Woodford was acquired by John
Davenport, and it accordingly
became a seat of this branch of
the Davenport family until 1922.
The Davenports became an
important land-owning family
in the Stockport area, perhaps
best known for their association
Bramall Hall (GMAAS Archive)
with Bramall Hall, which
was viewed by the esteemed
architectural historian, Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, as one of the four best timber-framed
mansions in England. The Bramall estate was acquired in 1370 by a younger brother of
John Davenport of Woodford, who was also named John, through his marriage to Alice
de Bromhale, heiress to the manor of Bramall. It is likely, therefore, that by this date it
contained a medieval hall, which a building survey suggests was rebuilt in the fifteenth
century. The hall, which remained in the hands of this branch of the Davenport family
until the nineteenth century, was also associated with a deer park, which may have been
created in the late medieval period.
In contrast, Adlington township was initially held directly by the Earl of Chester until 1221.
The township subsequently passed into the hands of the de Corona family until 1315, when it
was transferred by Thomas de Corona to John de Legh, who had married Thomas’ sister, Ellen.
No archaeological evidence for any late medieval remains was found in those parts of
the Woodford and Adlington townships that were covered by the former aerodrome,
although it was fringed by at least three late medieval settlements. One of these was at
Adlington Hall, which formed the main seat of the Legh family, following their acquisition
of Adlington township in the early fourteenth century. The hall lies 1km south-east of
the former aerodrome and is still privately owned by the Leghs. Although there was
probably an early fourteenth-century hall at the site, the earliest elements that survive,
including the Great Hall, were built by Thomas Legh at some point between 1480 and

1505. This open timber 'Great Hall' was later incorporated into a brick-built range, dating
to 1665-70. At one end stood the high table, covered by an impressive carved wooden
canopy that bears an inscription of 1505, whilst a screens passage survives that divided
off the entrance between the hall and the service rooms. Such rooms, along with private
apartments, would have been in one or two multi-storey wings that flanked the hall, to
produce a building with a ‘T’- or ‘H’-shaped plan.
The other late medieval settlements were closer to the former aerodrome. One was
probably at Woodford Old Hall, adjacent to the western boundary of the aerodrome.
It is possible that a settlement existed there in the late thirteenth century, as there is
a documentary reference to a domestic chapel in the manor of Woodford that would
have been associated with a medieval house. That house may have been at Woodford
Old Hall, particularly as an archaeological survey of this property has demonstrated
the survival of thirteenth- to fourteenth-century timber box-framing. Later, this house
became the home of the Davenports, following the acquisition of the township in the
mid-fourteenth century by John Davenport. This settlement was probably accessed
along Old Hall Lane, suggesting that this routeway is medieval in date.
Early timber framing at Woodford Old
Hall (GMAAS Archive)

Similarly, another late medieval hall may have existed at Lostock Hall, in
Poynton township, close to the north-eastern boundary of the aerodrome. This
site is mentioned in 1285 as a hamlet, implying that there was a settlement
there at that time, and later it became one of the residences of the Warrens.
As at Adlington and Woodford Old Halls, it is possible that Lostock Hall
contained timber-built structures, open to the rafters, and perhaps flanked
by one or two wings. Such halls could either be of box-frame construction,
or cruck-framed buildings, in which curved timber A-frames were employed.
They were the homes of the most privileged members of medieval society; the
peasant classes lived in a range of different dwellings. Depending on the wealth
of the family, these ranged from small, insubstantial timber structures, little
more than huts, to more substantial buildings. These latter types of dwelling
included longhouses, which housed the family at one end and livestock at the
other.
Given the presence of the three high-status settlements fringing the former
aerodrome, it is quite possible that the land between them was agricultural
during the medieval period. This suggestion is strengthened by the documentary
evidence, which indicates that in the late thirteenth century areas of land in
Woodford were cleared, in order to be brought under cultivation.
Within Stockport and north-east Cheshire, medieval arable farming occurred
in unenclosed open fields that contained narrow strips, grouped into furlongs.
The tenants of each manor would work several of the strips, scattered across
the field, with the same crop being grown by different farmers in each furlong.
This type of farming is referred to as ‘common arable’ and it required careful
agreement between the farmers. Areas which contained these open fields can
sometimes be identified from references in historical documents, or in field
names that survived into later periods. Sometimes they are also visible in
the form of ‘ridge-and-furrow’ earthworks, which were created by medieval
ploughing and that, in plan, are a reverse ‘S’-shape. When the open fields were
eventually enclosed in the post-medieval period, this reverse ‘S’-shape is often
‘fossilised’ by later field boundaries. However, none of these indicators are
now present in the area covered by the former aerodrome, and it is possible
that the area was meadowland throughout the late medieval period.

It is also clear from documentary evidence that the land immediately to the north of
the aerodrome and Woodford village was exploited during the late medieval period.
This contained Woodford Moss and, in 1289, there is mention of ‘les Turfputtes’ (the
turf pits) and ‘les Neweputtes’ (the new pits). These references relate to the right
of ‘turbary’, which enabled the local community to cut peat from the mosslands,
which was then dried and used as fuel. This right also allowed for the exploitation
of birch woodland, which would have been at the edge of these wetlands.
It is also known that a medieval cornmill existed in Woodford by 1296, on the River
Dean. This river was used to turn the mill’s waterwheel that, in turn, drove the
millstones used for grinding the corn. Such mills were established by the lord
of the manor, and his tenants were obliged to have their corn ground there. A
proportion of the grain was kept as payment by the miller, who leased the mill
from the lord. Establishing a mill therefore required an initial outlay from the
lord when there was a suitable river or stream that could power the mill, but only
when it was felt that the mill would be profitable. Given this, the presence of a
mill at Woodford appears to suggest that this area was engaged in enough arable
agriculture to justify its construction.

The Norman chapel at Prestbury, as depicted on a
drawing of 1592

During the later medieval period,
Prestbury continued as the parish
centre for Woodford, Adlington,
and Poynton, and in the late twelfth
century, the Earl of Chester gave
the church to the Benedictine Abbey
of St Werburgh in Chester. The
presumed early church seems to have
been demolished by the monks at this
time and replaced by a small Norman
building. Although it was largely
rebuilt in 1747, parts of the Norman
nave and chancel are still visible in
the churchyard. It is, however, a very
small place of worship, particularly
considering that it served a fairly
extensive parish. Therefore, in 1220,

work began on constructing a larger church, dedicated to St Peter, and the
surviving thirteenth-century elements include the chancel and nave of the present
church. This was progressively added to and adapted into its present form, over
the intervening centuries.
A small chapel was also
constructed in Poynton
in the early fourteenth
century, which would
have served the settlement
there and the surrounding
township. As this was
within Prestbury parish,
it was what is known as a
chapel-at-ease.
Such chapels tended to
be at a distance from the
parish centre, and were
built as places of worship
for the local populace,
who would otherwise
have had to travel
considerable distances to
attend services. They were
not, however, usually
allowed to conduct all
the rites of the mother
church, and burial, in
particular, tended to be at
the parish centre. A much
later chapel-of-ease was
constructed in Woodford
in the nineteenth century.

The façade of the
Norman chapel at
Prestbury
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The post-medieval period is taken to begin at the time of the Dissolution
of the Monasteries by Henry VIII in 1536-40, and continues up until
c 1900. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, farming formed
the economic mainstay of the area, though other industries also began
to appear, such as textile working. Generally, these centuries saw rising
levels of prosperity, which led to the rebuilding of many late medieval
properties.
The mid-seventeenth century witnessed the English Civil Wars (164251), which divided the country between Royalists and Parliamentarians.
Much of north-east Cheshire and south-east Lancashire rallied to the
Parliamentary cause. However, John Davenport, lord of Woodford, appears
to have been in the Royalist camp as, although seemingly neutral, both his
brother and son (Captain John Davenport) are known to have sided with
the Royalists. Similarly, Thomas Legh of Adlington Hall was a staunch
Royalist supporter. In 1659, Captain John Davenport rallied troops as part
of an ill-fated rebellion against the Cromwellian Protectorate, which in
Cheshire was led by Sir George Booth of Dunham Massey. Although the
rebellion ended in defeat, the monarchy was restored soon after, in 1660,
under the Stuart King Charles II.
The Industrial Revolution began around 1730 in the Stockport area.
This was initially based on the silk industry, though hatting and
cotton spinning rose to prominence during the late eighteenth century.
Industrialisation was to have a profound influence on urban settlement,
but the rural landscape was also affected, through the appearance of
new settlements, routeways, the enclosure of agricultural land, as well
as increases in agricultural productivity.
Woodford and the ‘Great Rebuilding’
One prominent feature of the earlier post-medieval period in Cheshire and
Lancashire was a concerted phase of building activity. This was termed the
‘Great Rebuilding’ by the landscape historian William George Hoskins,
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who identified a broader national trend of post-medieval rebuilding, which he suggested
dated to between 1570 and 1640. It is now clear, however, that this activity was much
more drawn out and complex and, in fact, occurred at different times in different regions.
In the North West, rebuilding amongst the more affluent members of society appears to
have started in the late sixteenth century and then continued at various different periods,
by different social classes, throughout the seventeenth and early part of the eighteenth
centuries.
The ‘Great Rebuilding’ was the outcome of rising levels of prosperity and also of a desire
to ‘modernise’ dwellings and introduce new, and more comfortable, designs. These
allowed for the creation of specialised rooms, such as living rooms/kitchens, parlours, and
bedrooms/chambers, providing greater levels of privacy. As such, these post-medieval
dwellings are the forerunners for the layout of our present-day houses.
The process might involve either the construction of a new dwelling on the site of a demolished
medieval predecessor, the conversion of a standing medieval building, or, in many instances,
the construction of a new post-medieval building on a virgin site. These post-medieval
houses might be of timber-framed construction, though they were also built in stone and,
from the seventeenth century onwards, brick. In addition, some of the timber-framed houses
were later ‘modernised’ further by
0
Early post-medieval buildings
being encased in brick or stone.
close to Woodford aerodrome
Many of these buildings were
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also ‘improved’ in several stages,
which might extend over several
generations, when money became
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Three
high-status
buildings
survive immediately adjacent to
the former aerodrome, dating to
the period encompassed by the
‘Great Rebuilding’. One of these
is Woodford Old Hall, which was
the seat of Woodford branch of the
Davenport family, the building
being accessed from Old Hall

Lane. It was mainly constructed in the late sixteenth century and incorporates some
timberwork from the late medieval hall. It could therefore have been built either by
Christopher Davenport, who was living at Woodford in 1566 up until his death in 1592,
or by his son, William Davenport, who was resident in 1592-1632.
This impressive house is now protected as a Grade II Listed Building, and is a classic
timber-framed property of a type that was built for the gentry. The timber-framing was
built on a stone plinth and it has quatrefoil and herringbone bracing, which is typical
of the period 1580-1620. The areas between the framing were initially filled with wattle
and daub, which in some places was later replaced by brick. The original building
was two-storeyed, with three bays, and the easternmost of these projected, giving the
property a ‘T’-shaped plan. The projecting bay has a coved jetty, at both the first-floor
and gable level of the building, and both floors were provided with six-light timbermullioned windows. Again, all of these features are typical of the late sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries. It is evident that at some stage, perhaps during the latter part
of the seventeenth century, this building was further improved. These improvements
were constructed in brick and entailed raising the height of the two bays that were next
to the projecting bay. An additional bay, a porched entranceway, and lean-to were also
constructed during this scheme of improvement.

An illustration of Woodford
Old Hall in 1880

The projecting wing of Woodford
Old Hall in 1880

The second building close to the former aerodrome is
Lostock Hall in Poynton township, which again is a
Grade II Listed Building. As with Woodford Old Hall,
this probably dates to the late sixteenth century and may
have replaced a late medieval hall. This was a timberframed building, which originally possessed a main
housebody (containing the living room/kitchen) and
parlour. The property is now in private hands, but the
surviving post-medieval elements include the parlour,
housed in an extended wing, and a wide, arched
fireplace, with a large stack, which contains small stone
benches. This fireplace was built in brick and probably
dates to the late seventeenth century.

The third building is Woodford New Hall, in Woodford township, some 750m southeast of Woodford Old Hall. This Grade II* Listed Building was probably built on a
virgin site, and has a datestone inscribed with the year 1630 and the initials of William
Davenport and his wife Elizabeth. William was the eldest son of John Davenport,
lord of the manor, who resided at the Old Hall until his death in 1653. There appears,
however, to have been some issues with succession, as it was William’s brother, Captain
John Davenport, who became the head of the Woodford Davenports, following his
father’s death, and who accordingly took over the occupancy of Woodford Old Hall.
In one sense, Woodford New Hall is comparable
to Woodford Old Hall in that it has a ‘T’-shaped
plan. It is, however, constructed entirely in brick,
with no timber framing and is, in fact, the earliest
known brick building in Stockport.
In 1997, this building was subjected to an
archaeological
building
survey,
prior
to
refurbishment. This indicated that the seventeenthcentury house was two-storeyed, with attic
rooms, and comprised a housebody, with a
main entrance (with datestone), and chambers
above. This room was heated by an inglenook
fireplace, which created a distinct area within

The datestone at Woodford New Hall,
in 1880

the house that was principally
used for cooking. Such fireplaces
are normally found in higherstatus houses that were built prior
to the mid-seventeenth century,
and the inglenook at the New Hall
is a typical example. Originally,
it would have had a timber and
plaster firehood, carried on a
timber beam or bressumer, which
is still present. This bressumer is
supported by the external wall,
with an internal heck (partition
wall) next to the entrance. This
heck therefore created a small lobby, known as a baffle entrance. The inglenook was also
lit by a small external window (a fire window). A projecting wing was set at right-angles
to the housebody, which, at ground-floor level, probably housed two parlours, one with a
fireplace, and chambers above.
An illustration of Woodford
New Hall in 1880

All the floors of the property, including the attic rooms, were lit by stone-mullioned
windows. Interestingly, graffiti has been scratched into one of the windows in the western
elevation of the house. One
dates to 1716, whilst another,
by J Davenport, dates to 1726
and reads 'To Mrs Legh and
Mrs Lucy Legh, Heaven
preserve you both.' During the
building survey, some highquality early interior fittings
were recorded in the groundfloor room that was probably a
heated parlour. These included
a wooden beam, carved
with floral designs, and oak
panelling, both of which date
An aerial photograph of Woodford New Hall in 1970
(courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)
to the seventeenth century.

In addition to the houses, the ‘Great Rebuilding’ also involved the construction of
more durable farm outbuildings, such as barns. One such barn is at Woodford Old
Hall, on the other side of Old Hall Lane, and this is also protected as a Grade II Listed
Building. It is built in brick and has opposing cart entrances positioned at the centre
of the building. The barn was built for animals; to the right of the entrance was a cow
house (a shippon) and hayloft, whilst to the left were stables. It contains a datestone,
which reads ‘ID 1660’, the initials ‘ID’ indicating that it was built by the Davenports,
and, given the date, this was probably Captain John (Iohannes) Davenport. Another
seventeenth-century barn is found at New Hall. This is also a Grade II Listed
Building and dates from the middle of the century, constructed as a threshing barn,
with three bays, with rectangular vents, and a central cart entrance. Shortly after its
construction, perhaps in the late seventeenth century, a small extension was built at
its north-eastern corner.
It is also possible that a small, detached seventeenth-century outbuilding lay
immediately north of the hall. This had been rebuilt at a later date, but some of its
fabric is visible within the later building. One possibility is that this functioned as
a brewhouse.
Apart from the seventeenth-century halls, four other seventeenth-century buildings
are close to the former aerodrome. These reflect the dwellings of lower ranks,
and include two farmhouses and two cottages. One of the farmhouses is at Upper
Swineseye, in Woodford township, which may have been established in 1646. It
is probably a timber-framed building, with two bays and two storeys, though its
exterior has been rendered over. It also has a central chimney, positioned between
the two bays. It is likely that one bay formed the housebody, whilst the other acted
as a parlour, with chambers above. Two-bay farmhouses of this type were built
right across Cheshire, Greater Manchester, and Lancashire during the seventeenth
century and are often termed ‘Yeoman houses’. They are another part of the activity
associated with the ‘Great Rebuilding’, which extended beyond the gentry classes to
include relatively affluent freehold and tenant farmers, who invested money into the
building of new farmhouses. The other seventeenth-century farmhouse was 320m to
the south-west, at Lower Swineseye, though this was demolished in 1940. Prior to its
demolition, it was recorded as a timber-framed farmhouse with a date of 1647 and
initials TC and AC over the doorway. It might therefore have been comparable to its
counterpart at Upper Swineseye.
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Tithe map for Woodford and Adlington, showing the scatter of ponds across the
former aerodrome (position of the later Woodford Aerodrome runways highlighted)



Both of the cottages stand on Chester/Wilmslow Road (A5102/A5149) and both are
excellent examples of late seventeenth-century lower-class dwellings. One, at 475
Wilmslow Road, is a Grade II Listed Building, opposite Woodford’s present-day
community centre, whilst the other, known as Walnut Tree Farm, is further to the
north-east. Both are of comparable design, being single-storeyed timber-framed
cottages, with brick chimneys.
Early post-medieval agricultural land
It seems highly likely that the area covered by Woodford Aerodrome was agricultural
land throughout the early post-medieval period, and was farmed by the surrounding
settlements. The precise type of farming that occurred there is not known, though it
was probably similar to that occurring in other parts of north-eastern Cheshire. Probate
records suggest that mixed farming was predominant and, in terms of livestock, cattle
were favoured. These supplied meat and milk, the latter being used to produce Cheshire

Section through a probable marl pit uncovered
in one of the evaluation trenches

cheese, which formed one of the area’s most famous products in the seventeenth
century. During that century, agricultural rotation was also practised across the region,
to improve pasture for cattle. This involved giving land over to arable farming for a
number of years, which was then followed by putting the land into pasture, for double
the amount of time that it had been used to grow crops, allowing the fertility of the soil
to recover.
During the post-medieval and later periods, fields were also spread with marl, which
acted as a fertiliser. Marl is lime-rich clay subsoil, extracted by digging a large pit, which
would then often fill with water. Historical maps indicate that the former aerodrome
was peppered with small ponds, and many of these may have been marl pits that,
perhaps, date to this period. One of these marl pits/ponds was uncovered during the
archaeological trenching across the site, and contained deposits of silt, with rush seeds
and fragments of dandelion plants.

One of the early boundary ditches

This period saw the beginnings of enclosure, whereby areas of open land were enclosed with
field boundaries. Although this process was more common between the mid-eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries, across Stockport Borough some areas of pasture and waste
were enclosed in the seventeenth and early part of the eighteenth centuries. During the
archaeological trenching in Woodford township, three early ditched boundaries were
identified, and one possibility is that these relate to an early phase of post-medieval enclosure.
Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-century Woodford
From the 1750s onwards, the wider region underwent dramatic changes following the
onset of industrialisation. The most dramatic effects were seen in the urban centres, such
as Stockport and Manchester, which grew exponentially, largely as a result of the cotton
industry. Urban expansion was particularly pronounced between the 1780s and 1830s
and this resulted in the creation of the familiar urban landscapes of mills and workers’
houses. During this period, rural areas, such as Woodford, were also transformed through
increases in the rural population, along with the expansion of farms and farmland, which
was needed to feed the expanding urban centres.

By the mid-nineteenth century, the Woodford
area was therefore a patchwork of fields, the
ditched boundaries of which were present in
many of the archaeological trenches dug across
the former aerodrome. One of these boundaries
contained nineteenth-century pottery. New
farms and farm buildings had also been built,
many of which clustered along Chester Road.
Two of these farms were in the area directly
covered by the aerodrome; one, Yew Tree Farm, Yew Tree Farm, as depicted on the 1909 OS map
stood on Chester Road, and this was demolished
in 1939 to allow the construction of one of the Avro buildings. The farm is marked
on nineteenth-century maps, which demonstrate that it originally comprised a
farmhouse and a linear outbuilding. A document of sale, dating to 1922, describes
it as a ‘valuable agricultural holding’ consisting of a brick-built farmhouse with a
stone slab roof. This had four rooms at ground-floor level and four bedrooms above,
along with an oak staircase and cellar. This description, along with the map evidence,
suggests that it was a ‘double-pile’ house, a type of rural dwelling quite common in
Cheshire, many being built in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. It
is therefore possible that Yew Tree Farm dated to this period. The document of sale
also indicates that the linear outbuilding was a shippon, attesting to the importance
of dairy farming during this period.
The other farm within the area directly covered by the aerodrome was Shirdfold. This
is marked on a map dating to 1850, and is likely to have been built in the eighteenth or
early nineteenth century. The map evidence indicates
Shirdfold, as depicted on
that it was a fairly large farm, with a farmhouse,
the 1850 tithe map
consisting of two adjoining buildings, and four barns/
outbuildings arranged around a farmyard. To the north
of the farmhouse was an orchard, whilst to the south
were two ponds. This basic layout remained largely
unaltered until the middle of the twentieth century,
but it underwent significant rebuilding after 1954,
with the demolition of the majority of the buildings
and the construction of several large rectangular sheds
associated with Woodford Aerodrome.
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Plan of the remains recorded during
the excavation at Shirdfold
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During the archaeological investigation, the site of this farm was subjected to a
‘strip and record’ excavation. It was clear from this that most of the farm had been
comprehensively destroyed in the 1950s, though one area of coherent archaeological
remains was present. This comprised brick walls, which defined the northern
building associated with the farmhouse. It was clear, however, that this had
evolved over time. For example, originally, a small, single-roomed building had
been constructed, perhaps in the late eighteenth century, that may have functioned
as a workshop or cheese room. This building was attached to the main farmhouse,
to the south, and was accessed via a small flight of stairs. Probably during the early
nineteenth century, three additional rooms were added, which created the northern
part of the farmhouse, as depicted on a mid-nineteenth-century map. These rooms
appear to have been ancillary, as none was heated. At some stage, the northern
wall of these rooms was rebuilt, and the dividing wall separating the two more

The remains of the building at
Shirdfold, facing south

northerly rooms was demolished and a concrete floor laid. This probably occurred
in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. During this time, a small room was
also appended to the northern side of the farmhouse.
By the mid-nineteenth century, Woodford Old Hall, Woodford New Hall, and Lostock
Hall had been modified and they also functioned as farms. At Woodford Old Hall, a long
rectangular building was constructed to the north of the hall, creating an agricultural
outbuilding. This building, however, had been rebuilt using machine-made bricks, which
suggests that this occurred in the late nineteenth century. It is still standing and has two
storeys, with a single-storey range attached to its south-eastern side. It is also clear from
documentary evidence that, throughout the nineteenth century, Woodford Old Hall was
an important dairy farm. It was comparatively large and by 1922 it was associated with
210 acres of land.

Woodford Old Hall, as
depicted on the 1909 OS map

Woodford New Hall, as
depicted on the 1909 OS map

Similarly, at Woodford New Hall, several nineteenth-century additions were made,
transforming this site into a dairy farm, which in 1922 was associated with 162 acres of land.
Prior to 1829, initially the seventeenth-century barn was extended by building an extra bay
on its southern end, which acted as a shippon with a hayloft above. During this time, a small,
single-storey outbuilding was built, which butted onto the north-eastern side of the barn.
This was followed by the construction of another shippon directly against the outbuilding,
also before 1829, and this had a small farmworkers’ cottage at its southern end. Another
agricultural building had been built prior to 1829, immediately to the east of the hall, within
the perimeter of the aerodrome. This may have been a stables, though it was heavily modified
at a later date and was latterly used as the clubhouse for the Lancashire Aero Club. Further
nineteenth-century modifications were made to this farm between 1850 and 1872. These
entailed building a brick, two-storeyed extension onto the northern side of the seventeenthcentury hall, creating a cottage. The detached seventeenth-century outbuilding to the north
of the hall was also rebuilt during this period and this may have partly functioned as a
laundry, as it was associated with boilers and slopstone sinks. By the late nineteenth century,
the stables to the east of the hall had also been extended by the construction of an additional
adjoining range. As with the earlier building, this range was also part of the Lancashire Aero
Club clubhouse in the twentieth century.
Lostock Hall was also substantially modified during the nineteenth century. This involved
cladding the exterior of the late sixteenth-century property with brick and converting it
into a farmhouse. The building was then subjected to further modification in the late
nineteenth century.

In addition to the farms, by the midnineteenth century Chester Road also
contained a series of other buildings.
Some of these were connected with a
brick works that would have provided
many of the bricks used to construct the
buildings near to the aerodrome at this
period. Others were specifically designed
to serve the local community. One of these
was the Davenport Arms, which probably
dates to the early nineteenth century and
comprises a two-storey brick building
with stables. Another was a school, erected
in 1847, known as a National School from
its connection with the Church of England
National School Society.
A further building that would have been
important to the local nineteenth-century
community was Christ Church, which is now
protected as a Grade II Listed Building. This
was built in 1841, as a chapel-of-ease, on a
piece of land that had formerly been used for
bear and bull baiting. Its construction was
funded by one of the Davenports (Edward
Davies) and also James Andrew, who
resided at Deanswater House, to the southwest of the former aerodrome. A church of
almost identical design had also been built
slightly earlier, in 1837, at Handforth, some
3.2km west of Woodford. Christ Church was
renovated in 1869, and in 1873 it became the
centre for the then newly created parish of
Woodford. Architecturally, it is unusual, as
both its exterior and interior furnishings are
designed in a seventeenth-century style.

Lostock Hall, as depicted on the 1909 OS map

The Davenport Arms
Christ Church

In 1924, Woodford was radically transformed by the arrival of the famous Manchester
aviation firm Avro and the construction of Woodford Aerodrome. Avro had been
established in 1910 by Alliott Verdon-Roe and his brother Humphrey, who were initially
based in the basement of Brownsfield Mill on Great Ancoats Street in Manchester, with
a large shed at Brooklands Aerodrome near Weybridge, Surrey. The company greatly
expanded during the First World War and its premises initially moved to Clifton Street,
Miles Platting, and then into a building at the Mather & Platt engineering works at Newton
Heath, with additional premises in Failsworth and Newton Heath.
From 1918, the company flew their aircraft from an airfield at Alexandra Park in Didsbury,
Manchester, which was leased by the Air Ministry from Lord Egerton of Tatton. Previously,
all aircraft were delivered by rail. However, in 1924, the lease expired and Avro was forced
to find an alternative site. After some searching, New Hall Farm was selected, some 24km
from the Newton Heath factory: Woodford Aerodrome was therefore born.
This aerodrome was integral to Avro’s success and functioned as both an airfield and
assembly plant. Some of the most famous Avro aircraft assembled and flown from Woodford
included the Avro 504 series, which was designed in 1912 and used up until the 1940s, and
the Avro Anson, developed in 1935, which eventually became one of the world’s most
popular aircraft. In 1938, Avro built a massive factory at Chadderton, near Oldham, where
parts were made and then transported by road to Woodford for assembly. From 1939 it also
had an experimental facility at Ringway (now Manchester Airport). After the outbreak of the
Second World War, these sites were essential to Britain’s war effort, particularly following
the development in 1941 of the Avro Lancaster. This iconic bomber played a key role in the
conflict, with over 4000 being assembled at Woodford during wartime, when the aerodrome
employed around 3000 people. After the war, Avro and Woodford became synonymous
with the jet-powered Vulcan, which was used by the RAF between 1956 and 1984. In the
mid-1960s, the Nimrod maritime reconnaissance aircraft was designed and produced there.
In 1963, Avro was absorbed into Hawker Siddeley Aviation, followed by nationalisation,
becoming part of British Aerospace (BAE) in 1977. Civil aircraft assembled at Woodford
during this time included the BAE 146 four-jet airliner, the Avro 748, and the Advanced
Turboprop Airliner (ATP), all of which were eventually built entirely at the site.

The Avro 504 was a versatile biplane. It was first
flown in 1913, and small numbers were purchased
by the RFC and RNAS (predecessors of the RAF)
and taken to France when the First World War
started in 1914. It has the dubious honour of being
the first aircraft shot down by the Germans, on
22nd August 1914. Rapid improvements in
technology made it obsolete as a front-line aircraft.
Its versatility, however, meant that it saw service
in a variety of roles, eventually ending up as the
standard training aircraft of the RAF, as well as a
popular civilian craft. Production finally ceased in
1932, by which time over 10,000 had been built

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The Avro Anson (designated Avro 652A) was
developed from the Avro 652 after a request from
the British Air Ministry for a maritime
reconnaissance aircraft. Named the Avro Anson
after British Admiral George Anson (1697-1762),
over 11,000 were built between 1935 and 1952.
Whilst it quickly became obsolete for front-line
service, it saw extensive use as a training,
transport, and communications aircraft. After the
Second World War, it continued in service until
1968, and proved a popular civil aviation craft

The Avro Lancaster is one of the most iconic aircraft produced by Avro. It was designed by Roy
Chadwick, as an evolution of the Avro Manchester. During the Second World War, it was one of
the most successful night
(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)
bombers. Adapted Lancasters
took part in the famous
‘Dambusters’ raid on the German
Ruhr valley dams using the
‘bouncing bomb’, and sunk the
German battleship Tirpitz using
the 12,000lb ‘tall boy’ bomb, both
developed
by
aeronautical
engineer Barnes Wallis

The Avro type 694 was initially known
as the Lancaster IV and V, from which it
was developed. Eventually renamed the
Lincoln, it entered service a month
before the end of the Second World War
in 1945, but never saw combat in that
conflict. Around 600 were built, and it
saw service throughout the 1950s,
especially overseas, until it was
eventually
replaced
by
newer
jet-propelled aircraft

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The Avro Shackleton was a
development of the Lincoln bomber,
which was itself a development of the
famous Lancaster. It was produced in
small numbers, between 1951 and
1958, and was primarily used in
maritime roles, such as anti-submarine
warfare, patrol, and search and rescue.
It continued in a support capacity until
1991

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The Avro York was a transport
aircraft developed during the
Second World War, and its
design was again derived from
the famous Lancaster, several
parts being identical. It saw both
military and civilian use from
1943 to 1964, and was used in
large numbers during the Berlin
airlift of 1948-9

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The iconic Vulcan is immediately
recognisable for its tailless deltawing shape and was operated by the
RAF between 1956 and 1984. The
Vulcan carried Britain’s first
nuclear weapon, and was the
backbone of the UK’s nuclear
deterrent during the Cold War

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The 748 was designed by Avro
in the late 1950s as a small
regional airliner, though it was
known widely as the Hawker
Siddeley HS 748, as Avro was
absorbed by Hawker Siddeley
Aviation in 1963. In total, 380
were built between 1961 and
1988, and today it is still in
active service in some parts of
the world

(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The Hawker Siddeley
Nimrod was designed
to replace the RAF’s
ageing fleet of Avro
Shackletons. Like the
Shackleton, it primarily
served in maritime
operations from the
early 1970s until it was
retired in 2011
(Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

BAE merged with Marconi Electronic Systems in 1999 to form BAE Systems. Woodford
then was engaged in the renovation of the Nimrod Mk.2 aircraft prior to reworking
it into the Nimrod MRA.4. However, this programme was cancelled in 2010, and
Woodford Aerodrome finally closed in 2011.
The Avro buildings
Throughout its history, the aerodrome was associated with a range of buildings, the
sequence of which was determined by the archaeological desk-based assessment.
The hangers, assembly buildings, and the more important ancillary buildings that
were upstanding in 2015 were also subjected to an archaeological building survey, as
a prelude to the conversion of the aerodrome into Woodford Garden Village.
It was clear from these
Hangar 1 in 1925 (courtesy of Avro
studies that, following
Heritage Museum)
the acquisition of land
at Woodford in 1924,
initially Avro brought
two
hangars
from
Alexandra Park. Work
then began on erecting
the first of these,
though during the
works this structure
was blown down in
a severe storm in the
winter of 1924/5. Some
of the parts from this
hangar were salvaged
and combined with
parts from the second, unerected, Alexandra Park hangar, to build a single
replacement, known as Hangar 1. This was upstanding at the time of the building

$WKNFKPI
*CPICT
$WKNFKPI
*CPICT

$WKNFKPI
*CPICT

0

0GY#UUGODN[
(KPCNU

%QPVTQN
6QYGT
6GUV$WKNFKPI
#XTQ*QWUG

A plan of the different buildings at
Woodford Aerodrome

(KTG5VCVKQP
#XTQ*GTKVCIG
/WUGWO
(NKIJV5KOWNCVQT
.#%
5JGF

*CPICTC

4WPYC[GZVGPUKQP
(KPCN4WPYC[GZVGPUKQPU

6GUV$WKNFKPI

#GTQFTQOGDQWPFCT[CVENQUWTG

*CPICT

.#%
%NWDJQWUG

1TKIKPCNJCTFTWPYC[UNCKF

*CPICT

*CPICT

*CPICT

MO

*CPICT

survey and, although it
had been substantially
modified, elements of the
early hangar were still
evident. These included
its paired steel framework
and brick side walls, with
evidence for the original
window openings, and a
single-storey brick leanto on its south-west side.
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Hangar 1 in 2015

Cross-section through Hangars 1-3a
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The 'Tent’ at Woodford Aerodrome
(courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

Immediately following the completion of Hangar 1, it became clear that additional
hangar space was required. Hence, Avro erected an ex-First World War Bessoneau
canvas hangar (known as the 'Tent’), which acted as a temporary and movable hangar
at the airfield. Hangar 1 was renovated during 1933-4, with a new pitched steel-framed
roof, and an adjacent hanger was constructed, termed Hangar 2. Hangar 3 was built in
1936, filling the area between Hangars 1 and 2, and a canteen was also built on the eastern
end of Hangar 2. These 1930s buildings were surveyed in 2015 and it was evident that
Cross-section through the New Assembly building

Hangar 2 was similar in design to the
renovated Hangar 1, though slightly
longer. Hangar 3 differed slightly, in
that it had girder trusses along both
sides of the building.
In 1938, at the same time as their new
factory was built at Chadderton, Avro
began work on the New Assembly
building at Woodford. This stood
in the northern part of the airfield,
in the area of Yew Tree Farm, which
was demolished to make way for this.
The New Assembly building was
constructed by Kelvin Construction
of Glasgow in just over five months,
and it was also surveyed as part of the
2015 building survey. This massive
structure covered a large open space,
divided into three main bays, and
was of steel-frame construction with
corrugated iron-cladded walls, and
a brick curtain wall on its northern
side. The steel-framed roof had a ‘W’shaped profile and was supported
by equally spaced steel stanchions,
running along the sides of the bays.
Brick-built offices and stores had
been constructed on the northern side
of the building, together with an art
deco-style reception block.

The western side of the New
Assembly building in 2015

The interior of the New
Assembly building in 2015

O


During 1938, Hangar 4 was also constructed
in the southern part of the aerodrome, close
to Hangars 1-3, though only a portion of this
was still upstanding in 2015, as much had
collapsed as a result of an accident during roof
maintenance in 1987. This hangar had added
importance, however, as the main control
tower for the airfield was eventually added to
its north-western end, though this was in that
section that had collapsed in the late 1980s.
Soon after the outbreak of the Second
World War, new hard runways were built
at Woodford, to replace the grass airstrips
that had been used up until this date. These
incorporated two runways in an ‘X’ pattern,
with associated taxiways, and part of this
pattern has been preserved in the Woodford
Garden Village development.

Aerial view of Woodford Aerodrome in 1940
(courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

During the War, the aerodrome was further expanded, through the construction of
additional hangars and assembly areas. One of these was an extension added to the New
Assembly building in 1943, which acted as a
final assembly area, known as ‘Finals’. This
building was surveyed in 2015 and was found
to be of a near-identical design to the New
Assembly building, although smaller in size. In
addition, three smaller structures were built in
the 1940s, which butted onto the southern side
of the New Assembly building and Finals. These
steel-framed structures were also connected
with the assembly process for the manufacture
of the Blue Steel missile. During the building
survey, the remains of overhead travelling
cranes were recorded in two of them. Two large
Aerial view of Hangars 1, 2, 3, and 4 in 1939
(courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

Aerial view of the New Assembly building and Finals in 1947, with Second
World War camouflage paint still visible (courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

hangars (Hangars 5 and 3a) were also constructed in the 1940s in the southern part of
the aerodrome, which were of similar steel-framed design to the other hangars. One of
these, Hangar 5, dates to 1940, whilst the other, Hangar 3a, was built in 1943 in the space
between Hangars 2 and 4.
In addition to these buildings, in 2015 the site contained a
scattering of smaller ancillary buildings, dating from the
1930s onwards. These included a chemical laboratory,
sheds, fire stations, test facilities, and a control tower.
Two large buildings were also present next to the New
Assembly building, which dated to the 1980s, one of
which formed a reception building, known as Avro
House, the other being a restaurant.
Aerial view of Hangars 5 and 4 (foreground) and Hangars 1-3
(background) in 1940 (courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The northern end of the Lancashire Aero Club clubhouse

An aerial view of the Lancashire Aero Club clubhouse in
1970 (Image courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

Lancashire Aero Club
From the creation of the aerodrome in 1924,
the site was also home to the Lancashire
Aero Club up until 1939. The club moved
to Barton Aerodrome, Eccles, when
civil flying recommenced after the War.
Rather than build a new clubhouse, in
1931 the club converted the former stable
buildings associated with Woodford New
Hall, which, after 1924, were within the
aerodrome's perimeter. This was subjected
to a survey in 2015, which indicated that
the conversion had completely remodelled
the front of these agricultural buildings,
along with adding a first-floor observation
gallery facing the airfield.
In the early 1930s, the aero club also built
a steel-framed shed, clad with corrugated
iron, close to the clubhouse. It formed a small
hangar that had two barrel-vaulted roofs
divided by a central ridged roof, and thus
it is a fairly unique design. It was painted
green, and A.V. Roe & Co. Ltd signage was
added by Charles Masefield (Production
Director) during the 1980s. However,
this was found to overlie earlier lettering,
The north-east-facing elevation of the Avro Shed

which could not be deciphered. Attached to the
north-western side of the hangar was a series of
smaller sheds/garages with barrel-vaulted roofs,
used for storing Club aircraft with folding wings,
parts and equipment.

One of the pill boxes surrounding the airfield
(courtesy of Avro Heritage Museum)

The Defence of Woodford
With the outbreak of the Second World War, it was anticipated that the Avro aerodrome
would become a target for enemy forces. Accordingly, defences were constructed, and,
during the archaeological study, six pill boxes were identified surrounding the site.
These squat structures were built of local stone and concrete and have small rectangular
openings in the walls, called embrasures, that allowed soldiers within to fire at, or observe,
the enemy. The embrasures on the Woodford pill boxes are set almost at ground level and
are unusually wide. Interestingly, one of the pill boxes is unique, as it has been designed to
look like a garden wall. In the end, however, this defence was not needed, and, surprisingly,
the assembly sheds at Woodford were never even bombed by the Luftwaffe, which instead
focused their bombing campaigns on nearby Manchester and Trafford Park.
Avro Heritage Museum
Although the aerodrome closed in 2011, the history of this important site can now be
accessed at the Avro Heritage Museum, which is at the former airfield. The museum
opened in 2015 and is housed in the aerodrome’s former fire station, which has been
converted into a state-of-the-art museum. This has an exhibition hall, gallery, cafe,
reading rooms and archives, and classrooms. It also contains over 10,000 items derived
from the site, including a complete Vulcan XM603 bomber, standing in its grounds, and
the cockpits from a Vulcan XM602, a replica Lancaster bomber, and noses of a Canberra and
Anson 19. The nose of a VC10 XV106, and a Nimrod XV235 stand outside the exhibition hall.
The Avro Heritage Museum

The Vulcan XM603 bomber in the
grounds of the Avro Heritage Museum

This booklet has described the archaeology and history of the Woodford area.
Significantly, the archaeology, which includes below-ground remains and upstanding
buildings, together with documentary evidence, allows some insights into aspects of
Stockport and Cheshire East’s early landscapes and, in particular, elements of the
post-medieval and modern landscape. In a similar way to many other developerfunded archaeological investigations, this work was devised through consultation
with regional archaeological curators, which in this case were the Greater Manchester
Archaeological Advisory Service and the Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory
Service. Their remit is to provide planning advice prior to any new development,
which might have an impact on buried and/or upstanding remains. This advice is
in accordance with national guidelines, specifically those covered by the National
Planning Policy Framework, which was introduced in March 2012, and updated in
2018, as a means of conserving and enhancing the historic environment.
In all cases, if it is felt that the proposed development
will have an impact on archaeological remains, the
curatorial bodies will recommend that the developers
fund a programme of archaeological investigation.
Normally, a desk-based assessment forms the first phase
of this investigation, which will be completed on behalf
of the developer by an archaeological consultant, or
unit. This assessment uses historical maps, documents,
and photographs, data held in the HER, along with the
results of any previous archaeological investigations, to
consider the presence and likely survival of any potential
archaeological sites within the proposed development
area.
If, following assessment, it is felt that archaeological
remains might be present within the development area, a
phase of archaeological survey and excavation might be
recommended, which again is funded by the developer.

Geophysical survey

Archaeological survey is used to record any
upstanding remains of historical significance. In
some instances, it might also include non-intrusive
sub-surface mapping (geophysical survey), designed
to detect any below-ground remains.

Above-ground survey

Archaeological excavation will initially take the
form of an evaluation, which is normally undertaken
by a contracting archaeological unit. This type
of excavation usually involves trial trenching,
which targets the areas of archaeological potential
identified by the desk-based assessment and also
by any archaeological surveys that have been
completed. The aim of this trenching is to determine
the presence, or absence, of buried remains and,
if present, to establish their date and state of
preservation.

Depending on the results of the archaeological
evaluation, a further phase of archaeological
excavation may be recommended. This, often
larger-scale, excavation focuses on the areas which
have been identified by the evaluation as having
archaeological significance. This style of excavation
often exposes large, open areas to establish the extent
of any significant archaeological remains. During
this phase of work, all archaeological structures
and deposits are excavated and recorded, and all
artefacts are collected.
Following excavation, the records and artefacts are
ordered, catalogued, analysed, and interpreted. An
illustrated excavation report and a site archive are
produced, which are deposited ultimately with a
local museum for future researchers to consult.
Full-scale excavation in progress

